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Long-Term Care Hospital and the Role of Neurologist

Dae Hie Lee, MD, PhD, Kun-Woo Park, MD, PhD?

Seocho Long Term Care Center, Seoul, Korea

Department of Neurology”, Korea University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Korea health care system and public welfare system have been changed slowly and developed step by step. It makes
efforts to promote the welfare of the people, but does not provide good benefits for geriatric patients. In 2008, it was
incompletely set up the long term care system in Korea. And the Law on Long-Term Care Insurance for Elderly was
officially announced in Nov. 2011 and the law for dementia, Dementia Management Act, was drafted in Feb. 2012.
Though there were many laws, the concept of long-term care hospital and geriatric care facility is still obscure. In
long-term care hospital, there are big expansion of the number of beds and institutions in Korea. Over a half of the
patients in long-term care hospitals are suffered from mixed neurological diseases. Especially, dementia is the comorbid
state with other chronic geriatric diseases. In view of the aging population, the role of neurologist will continue to grow.
So neurologists need more special training for the needed skills and competencies, and the specific care settings program
in long-term care hospital. In this review, the history and current state of long-term care hospital, related laws, and the

role of neurologist will be discussed.
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Table 1. Comparison of long-term care hospital and geriatric care facility. (modified and translated from ref. 5)

Long-term care hospital

Geriatric care facility

Law Medical law

Subjects Patients

Service Medical service

Insurance National Health Insurance

Faculty Medical doctor, nurse, nurse’s aide, pharmacist,

physiotherapist etc.

Senior citizen’s welfare law,
law on long-term care insurance for the elderly
Elderly people
Welfare
Long term care insurance
Social worker, nurse, nurse’s aide, care worker, physiotherapist
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Table 2. Trends of number and amount for medical care institutions by type of established. (modified and translated from ref. 15)

The annual rate

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 .
of increase (%)
Total medical care Number of institutions 72,921 75,108 76,803 78,461 80,270 81,681 2.3
institutions
Beds 376,364 405,592 442,650 472,297 495,701 528,288 7.0
Treatment amount (a 65,853 78,502 98,613 108,924 123,880 144,386 17.0
hundred billion won)
Long-term care hospital Number of institutions 202 360 592 689 776 866 338
Beds 25,042 43,652 65,696 74,935 87,284 109,490 343
Number of admissions 30,661 57,937 114,399 135,907 155,286 172,809 413
Treatment amount (a 1,251 2,895 6,203 9,192 12,268 16,262 67.0

hundred billion won)
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Table 3. Results of the quality assessment of long-term care hospitals in 2012 (modified and translated from ref. 18)

Grading Total 1 2 3 4 5 Etc.”

Institutions (%) 937 (100.0) 112 (12.0) 184 (19.6) 251 (26.8) 239 (25.5) 123 (13.1) 28 (3.0)

“The institution did not met requirements for assessment.
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Table 4. Distribution of diseases in long-term care hospitals and
care facilities (modified and translated from ref. 5)

Disease Long-term care Geriatric care

hospital (%) facility (%)
Dementia 84 (42.6) 93 (57.1)
Stroke 109 (55.3) 74 (45.4)
Parkinson’s disease 24 (12.2) 10 (6.1)
Fracture 16 (8.1) 17 (10.4)
Heart disease 14 (7.1) 11 (6.7)
Cancer 10 (5.1) 1 (0.6)
Depression 7 (3.6) 14 (8.6)
Etc. 35(17.8) 22 (13.5)
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