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A Case of Tardive Blepharospasm

Seong—Ryong Woo, M.D., Seok—Young Jeong, M.D., Eui—Seong Lim, M.D.,

Seul—=Ki Jeong, M.D., Man—Wook Seo, M.D.

Department of Neurology, Chonbuk National University Medical School, Jeonju, Korea

Blepharospasm is a focal dystonia that consists of repetitive involuntary spasmodic contractions of the orbicularis
oculi muscle. A 27-year-old man was admitted with ptosis and involuntary blinking in both eyes. He was
diagnosed as having schizophrenia when he was 15 years old and medicated with chlorpromazine for 12 years.
After excluding all the possible etiopathological causes of the blepharospam, the offending drug was discontinued
and changed to an atypical antipsychotic, clozapine. Clozapine was increased up to 75 mg in the 7th day of

admission, and the symptoms were slowly ameliorated.
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Table 1. Summary of the clinical characteristics of the patients
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Patients (reported and the present case)

Characteristics

1 2 3 4 5 The present case
Age 50 45 25 48 28 27
Sex M F M M M M
Neuroleptics exposure (y) 7 8 7 6-7 7 12
Name of neuroleptics Trifluoperazine  Trifluoperazine Haloperidol Pimozide Haloperidol Chlorpromazine
Eye pathology at onset Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
Psychological stressors Minor Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
Functional disability Moderate Moderate Mild Moderate Mild Moderate
Effect of dose-change” Complete 1 Mild 1 Significant T Continued Worsening Significant I
Treatment for blepharospasm Oxazepam Clonazepam Procyclidine Nil Nil Clozapine

I; improvement. “Dose-change means reduction or cessation of the offending drugs.
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