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Survey on Public Awareness of Neurology in Korea
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Background: Neurology in Korea is a field of clinical practice and research that has been developing for over 30 years, but due
to its relatively short history, public awareness is low compared to other clinical fields. The Korean Neurological Association
conducted a survey to evaluate the Korean public’s awareness of neurology and the necessity of a name change. This study details
the second survey conducted on the topic, with the first being conducted in 2013. The two surveys were compared to identify

how the public’s awareness of neurology has improved since 2013 and determine how this can be improved.

Methods: The survey was conducted by Gallup Korea, where 1,000 participants were randomly selected and interviewed through

telephone surveys.

Results: Of the 1,000 participants, 78.5% were familiar with Neurology, similar to the results of the 2013 survey. Meanwhile,
when asked about neurological diseases, only 27.9% of the participants recognized neurological diseases correctly. The most
accurately recognized symptoms related to Neurology were tremors (57.8%), strokes (55.5%), and dizziness (49.7%).In 2013,
61.7% of the participants thought a name change was necessary. In comparison, only 38.4% responded it needed to change

in the recent survey.

Conclusions: The preference for Neurology’s current name in Korea has improved since 2013 despite no significant change in the
public’s awareness of neurology. More active public relations activities are needed to improve awareness of neurology in the future.
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Table. Baseline characteristics of the respondents

2013 (%) 2020 (%)  p-value
Sex 1.00
Male 49.6 49.6
Female 50.4 50.4
Age (years) 0.24
19-29 18.1 18.1
30-39 19.6 16.0
40-49 21.8 19.1
50-59 19.6 19.6
>60 21.1 272
Occupation 0.23
Farming/forestry/fishing 2.8 2.7
Self-employment 10.3 11.5
Blue-collar 12.2 12.2
White-collar 30.3 29.9
Housewife 26.3 21.7
Student 9.1 72
Unemployed/retirement/ 9.3 14.8
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Figure 1. (A) Awareness of neurology in general and (B) awareness based on age and occupation.
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Figure 2. Awareness of disease related
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with neurology based on experience of neurology.
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Figure 3. Awareness of the difference of neurology compared to psychiatry and neurosurgery.
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