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Famous Epileptics in History
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Background: There are numerous famous epileptics, some of whom are merely rumors or fictional, and many of which have

been designated as such without objective considerations.

Methods: Six famous epileptics were selected and investigated in various literature sources from a medical point of view,

focusing on peer-reviewed journals, biographies, books, and media.

Results: The diagnosis of epilepsy in two leaders prior to the 19th century was uncertain due to the lack of objective evidence.

The diagnosis could be established in two artists in the 19th century, while it is certain that two politicians in the 20th century

had epilepsy, probably due to stroke.

Conclusions: Retrospective diagnoses of epilepsy require documentation of detailed symptoms and medical records of

epilepsy. This retrospective review of the literature can provide a basis for assessing famous historical epileptics.
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2. YEd¢ Buuk=E(Napoleon Bonaparte, 1769-1821)
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3. 52 T AEQAT|(Dénop Toctoesekuii, Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, 1821-1881)
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Figure 1. Self Portrait with Bandaged Ear and Pipe. After being
treated with potassium bromide, Van Gogh was discharged from the

hospital on January 7, 1889, and painted two self-portraits of a
bandaged ear: “Self Portrait with Bandaged Ear” and “Self Portrait
with Bandaged Ear and Pipe”. The latter has become more widely
accepted as one of Van Gogh’s authentic paintings.”’
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Figure 2. Lenin with his sister and duty doctor. This is one of the

last photographs of Lenin, taken in May 1923. This shows his
health condition had deteriorated.*®
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Figure 3. Prime Minister Winston Churchil, President Franklin
Roosevelt, and Premier Joseph Stalin (from the left) at the Yalta
Conference. At the Yalta conference from 4 to 11 February, 1945, the
three nations (the United Kingdom, the United States, and the Soviet
Union) were represented by the “Big three” leaders sitting together.

Based on the available literature, Roosevelt would have already had
epilepsy.39
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