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Numerical Considerations of the Neurologist in Korea for Appropriate

Management of Dementia
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As the number of dementia patients increases due to rapid aging, the burden of dementia becomes a big social problem. In

response to this, various policies have been introduced in Korea. In particular, as the new policy of national responsibility for

dementia care has been implemented in 2017, detailed plans for improving health care and long-term care support for

dementia patients and their caregivers have been introduced. The most important thing in carrying out the comprehensive

government plan will be securing sufficient the professional health and social care workforce. However, the number of

neurologists to play an important role in the management of dementia will be more and more insufficient. Therefore, the
need to supply an adequate number of neurologists in Korea should be discussed.
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Figure 1. Changes in the population structure. The older population (aged 65 years or over) is expected to grow from 12.8% in 2015 to 28.7%

in 2035, then to 42.5% in 2065. Adopted from reference 1.
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Figure 2. Prevalence of dementia. Regional prevalence rates are
variable ranging from 8.5 to 11.4% of population. Adopted from
reference 2.
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Region

Number of dementia Number of neurologists/psychiatrists

Number of neurologists

patients” (per 1,000 patients)b (per 1,000 patients)
Seoul 108,940 1,149 (10.5) 431 (4.0)
Busan 44,691 371 (8.3) 129 (2.9)
Daegu 29,121 287 (9.9) 123 (4.2)
Inchoen 30,049 211 (7.0) 69 (2.3)
Gwangju 15,683 159 (10.1) 58(3.7)
Daejeon 15,858 186 (11.7) 75 (4.7)
Ulsan 9,000 75 (8.3) 22 (2.4)
Sejong-si 2,457 93.7) 3(1.2)
Gyeonggi-do 128,352 978 (7.6) 307 (2.4)
Gangwon-do 27,477 142 (5.2) 41 (1.5)
Chungcheongbuk-do 24,909 147 (5.9) 42 (1.7)
Chungcheongnam-do 37,702 179 (4.7) 58 (1.5)
Jeollabuk-do 35,848 177 (4.9) 56 (1.6)
Jeollanam-do 42,986 179 (4.2) 48 (1.1)
Gyeongsangbuk-do 51,574 257 (5.0) 82 (1.6)
Gyeongsangnam-do 47,952 360 (7.5) 123 (2.6)

*Source (Number of dementia patients) from reference 5.
°Source (Number of neurologists/psychiatrists) from reference 2.
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